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some of his objections not easily to be answered, yet I
cannot admit that it will produce those fatal consequences
which he seems to foresee, nor am yet convinced that it
will be either pernicious or useless.

It has always, my lords, been the practice of this house,
to attend to every proposal for the publick advantage, to
consider it without any regard to the character of those by
whom it is offered, and to approve or reject it upon no
other motives than those of justice and reason.

The same equity and prudence has always influenced
your lordships to distinguish between the several parts of
the same bill; to reject those expedients, of which, how-
ever plausible, either experience or reason may discover
the impropriety, and to retain those from which any real
benefit can reasonably be expected. We should never
throw away gold because it is mingled with dross, or re-
fuse to promote the happiness of the nation, because the
expedients which were offered for that end happened to be
conjoined with some others of a disputable nature.

By the prosecution of this method, a method, my lords,
too rational and just to be neglected or forgotten, I doubt
not but this bill, which, as I shall readily admit, is not yet
perfect, may be improved into a law, from which the na-
tion will receive great advantages, by which our trade will
be extended, and our riches increased.

Many of the clauses, my lords, may, in my opinion, admit
of an easy vindication, others may be amended by very
slight alterations, and very few are either wholly useless,
or manifestly improper.

The chief defect of the first clause is such, that the
noble lord has, by declaring his disapprobation of it, given
a very uncommon proof of his integrity, disinterestedness,
and moderation; for it is imperfect only by placing too
much confidence in the admiralty, which is left in full
power to determine the number of cruisers in or hear the
Channel and soundings.

The noble lord has remarked, that the act of queen
Anne, on which the present bill is founded, exacted-a de-
terminate number of ships to be employed in this particu-